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of Tens, and made them swear on the Kor'an that they would
not betray him. He gave orders for the parade of the troops
in the Maidan of Aleppo in full dress ; they were made to pass
under two crossed swords, after the custom of the Turks, who
regard this as a most sacred oath.

Then the Sultan sent for Kasim Bey from Hamah, and
conferred a robe of honour on him. After this news reached
Aleppo that Selim Shah Ibn 'Othman had arrested the Sultan's
emissary, Amir Moghul Bai, one of the Dawadars, and put
him in irons. The Sultan had sent Amir Kurt Bai, one of the
leading Amirs, who had been Governor of Cairo, to Ibn
'Othman with presents worth about 10,000 dinars. He had
also conferred on the military Kadi of Ibn cOthman and his
minister Karaja Pasha above mentioned a sumptuous robe
of honour with a wide yalbaghawi border, and gave them
permission to return to their own country. It was an obvious
error o^ judgment on the part of the Sultan al-Ghurl to
dismiss the emissaries of Ibn fi Othman before the return of
Moghul Bai with trustworthy news of Ibn cOthman.

[43] Kurt Bai heard on his arrival at 'Aintab that Ibn
eOthman had refused peace, and had arrested Moghul Bai
and put him in irons. He had meant to hang him, but let
him off at the intercession of some of his ministers. Ibn
'Othman also meant to shave his victim's beard, He suffered
indescribable insults at Ibn 'Othman's hand. On learning
this Kurt Bai returned to Aleppo and informed the Sultan
of what Selim Shah Ibn 'Othman had done to Amir Moghul
Bai. He also reported the arrival of the advanced guard of
Ibn 'Othman's army at 'Aintab, and of their having captured
the fortresses Malatiyyeh, Behsina, Kerker, and others.

The announcement of this bad news by Kurt Bai disturbed
the Sultan and people, and the whole army.

The Sultan decorated Amir 'Abd al-Eazzak and invested
him with the governorship of the district of the tribe of
Du'l Ghadir. The Sultan then left Aleppo, accompanied by
the Chief of Amirs, Khair Bai with a very strong escort.